ORDINANCE #1744

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER II (ADMINISTRATION), ARTICLE I (ADMINISTRATIVE CODE), SECTION 21 (VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT) OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF KEANSBURG
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Keansburg that Section 21 (Volunteer Fire Department) of Chapter II (Administration), Article I (Administrative Code) be amended and supplemented as follows:
ADD:

Section 1:
Section 2-21.12 C.  FIRE POLICE 
The Keansburg Fire Department may nominate volunteer members of the Department who have not served as Firefighters, to serve as Fire Police.  Candidates nominated to said office shall be confirmed by the Borough Council and shall serve for a term of one year or until their successors are nominated and confirmed.  Fire Police officers are volunteers and shall serve without compensation from the Borough.

Requirements for appointment

No member of the Department shall be appointed to the office of Fire Police unless the person:

a. Is a volunteer member of the Keansburg Fire Department in good Standing.
1. Must be a resident of Keansburg or reside within a five (5) mile radius of the borders of the Borough of Keansburg.
2.  Does not have to join a fire company as a firefighter, but will instead be known as an Associate Member.
b. Is a citizen of the United States

c. Has a valid New Jersey Driver’s License

d. Is able to read, write and speak the English Language

e. Is of good moral character and has not been convicted of and criminal offense

f. Has successfully completed the New Jersey Fire Police Basic Training Course or an equivalent course approved by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety, and has passed the associated state exams approved.
g. Provides written proof of having been certified by the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Division of Fire Safety, as a Fire Police Officer

h. Must complete an application with the Borough including physical and fingerprinting

i. Must abide by the age requirements set forth by the Borough of Keansburg
Oath of Office

Each individual appointed and qualified as a fire police officer shall, before entering and performing his or her duties, take an oath to faithfully, impartially and justly perform all duties of the office of fire police officer.  The original oath shall be filed with the Borough Clerk and a copy filed with the Keansburg Fire Department.
Duties of the Office of Fire Police

The rights, privileges and duties of a fire police officer shall be as follows:

a. The establishment and maintenance of fire lines

b. The protection of property

c. The performance of such necessary traffic control duties from the building to and at the vicinity of the fire scene, fire drill or other emergency call that the Fire Department may respond to or any other public event.

d. The wearing of reflective vests clearly marked as fire police

e. Nothing herein shall allow a fire police officer to arrest any person.

Supervision

The performance of the duties of a fire police officer shall be under the supervision of the Fire Chief or highest-ranking fire officer in charge of the fire scene or drill.  Nothing in this bylaw shall diminish the powers of the Fire Chief or other superior office of the Keansburg Fire Department in the exercise of his or her duties, or give the right to supersede a duly authorized police officer.
Section 2:
REPEALER.  
The remainder of all other sections and subsections of the aforementioned ordinance not specifically amended by this Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 3:
INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES. 
All Ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such inconsistency.

Section 4:
SEVERABILITY.  
If any section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid, such adjudication shall apply only to the section, paragraph, subdivision, clause or provision so adjudged and the remainder of this ordinance shall be deemed valid and effective.

Section 5:
EFFECTIVE DATE.  
This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and publication according to law.

